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US wrecks global 
warming deal 



US PRESIDENT George W Bush put 25% of the greenhouse gases which 
two fingers up to the rest of the cause global warming, 
world when he said he would not The US Government says that it 

abide by the Kyoto protocol on objects to the protocol because it will 

global warming, singed by the US hurt the profits of US corporations, 
in 1997. Especially the fossil fuel companies 

The protocol, signed by 150 that payed for much of Bush's elec- 

nations, involved only the tiniest tion campaign, 

reforms—reducing greenhouse gases "The idea of placing caps on C0 2 

by 5% below 1992 levels by 2012. does not make economic sense for 
The US has just 4% of the world's the United States," said Bush, 
population but is responsible for • MORE ON THE CENTRE PAGES 


NZ must ratify the 
Kyoto protocol 













A speech every activist should read 


Let^ 

Potest 



Cullen gives his 
support to GE 

SPEAKING AT the Ernst & nor do we allow uncon- 


BELOW ARE edited highlights 
of a speech given by JIM SUT¬ 
TON, minister for trade nego¬ 
tiations, to a NZ APEC CEO's 
Summit on March 20. Socialist 
Worker's comment's on the 
speech are on page 3. 

NZ APEC CEO Summit 
members are to be congratu¬ 
lated on recognising the 
need for a business forum to 
discuss and promote the ben¬ 
efits to New Zealand of trade 
liberalisation. 

This is an important initia¬ 
tive, and one which I support 
fully. 

Projectionist [trade regula¬ 
tion] impulses... are difficult 
to contain if you are, as many 
of our trading partners are, a 
democratic government... 

The task of communicating 
these [pro-free trade] messag¬ 
es has not only become more 
urgent but more difficult. For 
many in civil society, globali¬ 
sation and trade liberalisa¬ 
tion conjure up images of the 
streets of Seattle in late 1999, 
when the World Trade Or¬ 
ganisation tried and failed to 
launch a new round of multi¬ 
lateral trade negotiations. 

The messages that reso¬ 
nated during that week were 
not the ones being debated 
inside the conference hall. 
They were those of the dem¬ 
onstrators outside, of their 
claims that the international 
trade rules were geared to 
the lowest common denomi¬ 
nator; that they favoured 
the interests of multinational 
business over sovereign gov¬ 
ernments; that international 
trade was conducted at the 
expense of basic workers' 
rights; that trade harmed the 
environment; that the rules 
were skewed against develop¬ 
ing countries. 

The reason that these mes¬ 
sages resonated was simple. 
The events at Seattle exposed 
a quite high degree of public 
unease, and indeed fear, 
about how the international 


trading system—and globali¬ 
sation more broadly—affects 
people's daily lives. 

Although more than 200 
distinct groups—ranging from 
"Free Tibet" to "Save the 
Turtles"—were on the streets 
of Seattle, the biggest group 
was the United States steel 
workers, whose motives were 
very straight forward: they 
didn't want to face compe¬ 
tition from the workers of 
foreign places, such as New 
Zealand. 

Seattle showed us all that 
many people simply do not 
see how a rules based inter¬ 
national trading system con¬ 
tributes to global economic 
growth and prosperity. 

Part of the problem is one 
of terminology... I admit that 
I myself have some difficulties 
with the phrase "free trade". 
It conjures up images of the 
law of the jungle. 

The messages at Seattle 
were ones that we had been 
hearing for some time. They 
are essentially calls for gov¬ 
ernment to be accountable 
for the social and environ¬ 
mental consequences of its 
economic and trade policies 
and to ensure that we put 
into place measures to assist 
those displaced or disadvan¬ 
taged by change. 

There was one group 
that was conspicuous by its 
absence in the streets around 
Seattle. That was business. I 
understand why this was so. 

But the consequence was 
that it yielded the public 
ground to those arguing 
against further trade liberali¬ 
sation. 

We've been on the back 
foot publicly ever since. It is 
important, this year, as the 
government pursues other 
initiatives to break down the 
barriers internationally to 
New Zealand export interests, 
that the business sector be 
proactive in making its case 
publicly. 


Young Business/Government 
Leaders Retreat, on March 
10, Michael Cullen made his 
support for genetic engi¬ 
neering very clear. 

“[L]et me touch on the 
very politically sensitive is¬ 
sue of genetic engineering. 

I firmly believe that a large 
part of the process of eco¬ 
nomic transformation will 
have to involve the develop¬ 
ment and application of new 
biotechnologies. 

“...there are as many risks 
from being too cautious as 
there are from being too 
cavalier. 

“Think back to the advent 
of the motor car. In its early 
days it was seen as a major 


strained use of cars. 

“Setting the right con¬ 
trols, but also permitting 
the development of the full 
potential of biotechnol¬ 
ogy will be a real test of 
our national maturity. It 
will probably be the single 
most important strategic 
policy decision that gov¬ 
ernments will make in the 
next twenty year. 

“And all of this takes 
time. I see economic trans¬ 
formation as urgent.” 

Cullen’s comparison 
between the risks of Ge¬ 
netic Engineering and cars 
raises an obvious question: 
if our ancestors had of re¬ 
alised the full horror that 


DEATH OF ELSIE LOCKE 

ELSIE LOCKE, was a veteran anti-capitalist activist. During 
her seven decades of political activity she played a leading 
role in the socialist, peace and women’s rights movements, 
as well as many other progressive causes. 

She was also a noted historian and children’s author. 

Elsie was the mother of Auckland activist and city councillor 
Maire Leadbeater and Green Party MP Keith Locke. Our condo¬ 
lences go out to them and all of Elsie’s family and friends. 

A full obituary will appear in the next issue of Socialist 
Worker. 


threat to life and limb... The 
people who saw the dangers 
of the motor car were wildly 
wrong. It was much worse 
than they imagined. 

“Internationally, tens of 
thousands perish each year 
as a direct consequence 
of the deployment of this 
technology. But we do not 
turn our backs on the tech¬ 
nology. 

“We do not ban the car 


the car would unleash—in 
terms of road-deaths, rais¬ 
ing petrol prices, traffic 
congestion, pollution and 
global warming—would 
they have allowed the capi¬ 
talists of the time to push 
ahead? 

Or would they have 
demanded a more sustain¬ 
able, safer and environmen- 
taly friendly mass transport 
system? 
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what we think 


Minister conspires against anti-capitalists 


ON PAGE two we reprinted 
large parts of a speech by Jim 
Sutton, Labour's ministers for 
trade negotiations. 

The speech was given to 
a summit of corporate chief 
executives who are planning 
a propaganda campaign to 
counter the growing opposi¬ 
tion to corporate globalisation 
in this country. 

The speech shows how con¬ 
cerned Sutton and his capital¬ 
ist mates are about the impact 
of our movement. It should 
give a big boost to every anti¬ 
capitalist activist in Aotearoa 
to know how worried these 
bosses are. 

Sutton's outline of the 
impact of the Seattle protests, 
the concerns of our movement 
and why it is growing around 
the world are excellent. They 
almost could have been writ¬ 
ten by a supporter. 

But this understanding 
only serves to highlight how 



CLOSE TO home: 20,000 protested against the World Economic 
Forum in Melbourne last September 


completely out of touch this 
Labour Party MP is with the 
concerns of the working class 
people who voted for his party 
at the last election. 

• He dismisses the wishes of 
the US steel workers not to 
compete with other workers 
overseas. (Dear god! If that 
idea was to catch on workers 
in different countries might 
start uniting and helping each 


other fight back!) 

• He notes that opponents 
of free trade (whom last year 
he abused as having "rocks in 
their heads") are calling "for 
government to be accountable 
for the social and environ¬ 
mental consequences of its 
economic and trade policies 
and to ensure that we put into 
place measures to assist those 
displaced or disadvantaged by 


Why are they so scared? 


WHY DO a coalition of NZ 
capitalists feel so threat¬ 
ened by the anti-capital¬ 
ist movement (which, so 
far in Aotearoa, has never 
mobilised more than a few 
hundred people on any one 
protest) that they feel the 
need to organise a propagan¬ 
da campaign against us? And 
why do Labour Party leaders 
feel they had to send Sutton 
along to support them? 

The answer lies in the 
rapid growth over the last 
few years of an international 
movement against the free 
market capitalism, the institu¬ 
tions that administer it and 
the multinational corpora¬ 
tions who benefit. 


Socialist 

Worker 


Here in New Zealand work¬ 
ing people know well enough 
what "free market", "free 
trade" or "neo-liberal" poli¬ 
cies mean. 

What many don't know is 
that we weren't the only ones 
to have "Rogernomics" and 
"Jennycide" inflicted on us. 

In the name of "globalisa¬ 
tion" the market has been 
rammed down the throats of 
workers everywhere. 

In Britain it was "Thatcher¬ 
ism" in the 1980s and now, 
under Tony Blair, it's called 
"New Labour". In China it's 
been called "Market Social¬ 
ism". In the Third World and 
Eastern Europe it's arrived 
as "Structural Adjustment 


SUMMER APPEAL 

final total $8,286 


Last issue was supposed to have the final list for our 
Summer Appeal. However, we've had a number of 
donations since then, bringing us more than $2,000 
above our target! Thanks again to everyone who 
contributed. 

Thanks to : 

Fabian $5; Jane $40; Peter D $20; David $20; Vaughan $20; Bruce 
$10; Grant B $50; Don’t Hate the Media gig $802; Fundraising $45. 


Programmes" imposed by the 
World Bank and International 
Monetary Fund. 

In all these places, it means 
the same thing: privatisation, 
government spending cuts, 
tax cuts for the rich, anti-un- 
ion laws, and the reduction 
of any other controls on the 
activities of big business. 

Workers have always resist¬ 
ed these attacks, sometimes 
successfully, sometimes not. 

The difference now is that 
all the many strands of resist¬ 
ance are coming together in 
one international movement. 
Activists who previously saw 
themselves as involved in 
hundreds of separate issues 
are starting to see that they 
have a common enemy and 
that enemy is the whole sys¬ 
tem, not just one part of it. 

The anti-capitalist move¬ 
ment is characterised by a 
new unity; a desire for real, 
radical change and a willing¬ 
ness to take direct action, 
whether that's blockading the 
meetings or shutting down 
the economy with a general 
strike. 

It's this combination that's 
got Sutton, his corporate 
friends, and other like them 
around the world worried. 


change." 

• Like the racists who once 
used the slogan "keep politics 
out of sport" as an excuse to 
support rugby with the South 
Africans, Sutton attacks those 
who link the free market to 
issues like human rights abuses 
or sweatshop labour because 
these are "non-trade objec¬ 
tives". 

• He complains that the 
fact that some of NZ's trad¬ 
ing partners are democracies 
might mean their people could 
force them away from the free 
market path. No doubt he's 
grateful that democracy isn't a 
problem in Singapore, where 
he negotiated a free trade and 
investment deal last year, or 
Hong Kong, which is next in 
line. 


CHANGES TO 

SOCIALIST 

WORKER 

This issue of Socialist 
Worker was published a 
day late. This was because 
of an increase in size from 
8 to 12 pages and teething 
problems with our new 
computer. 

We apologise for any in¬ 
convenience to our readers. 

This 12 page issue was a 
trial-run and has highlight¬ 
ed both new problems and 
possibilities. The size of the 
next issue has not been 
finalised, but we should be 
permanently at 12 pages 
by the one after. 

Over the next few issues 
we will be trying out dif¬ 
ferent ways of filling the 
extra space. 

The problems with the new 
computer means most of 
the pictures in this issue are 
pretty horrible, but ulti¬ 
mately there should be an 
improvement. 

In a month or so Social¬ 
ist Worker will be a much 
improved newspaper. 


10 April 2001 SOCIALIST WORKER 3 













living marxism 


The US bubble has burst- 
will world recession follow? 



A GLUT of cars—more than people can afford to buy. 


by ALEX CALLINICOS 

THE GREAT Wall Street bubble 
of the 1990s has definitively 
burst. Whether this financial 
crisis turns into a full scale 
global recession depends cru¬ 
cially on what happens in the 
world's two biggest econo¬ 
mies. 

Japan is in a desperate state. 
After a decade-long slump the 
economy shrank in the third 
quarter of last year. 

Last month the finance 
minister, Kiichi Miyazawa, told 
Japan’s parliament that state 
finances were “approaching a 
state of collapse”. 

According to the British 
Financial Times, “general govern¬ 
ment debt is close to 130% of 
gross domestic product, greater 
than any leading economy in 
modern history”. 

The American economy is 
in much better shape, having 
grown increasingly rapidly since 
the early 1990s. 

But it is now slowing down 
fast. Industrial production 
hasn’t grown since September. 

The fates of the two econo¬ 
mies are closely intertwined. 

The boom in the US was 
fuelled by massive increases in 
household consumption. Middle 
class families invested heavily 
in the stock market. As share 
prices rose they felt richer, so 
they stopped saving and bor¬ 
rowed heavily in order to buy 
more goods and services. 

The resulting increase in de¬ 
mand was good for the Ameri¬ 
can economy, but it led to two 
growing financial imbalances. 
First of all, the private sector 
went into debt as households 
and firms spent more than their 
income. Secondly, the balance of 
payments went into record defi¬ 
cit as the boom sucked imports 
into the US. 

With economies, as with peo¬ 
ple, if you spend more than you 
earn you have to find the money 
somewhere. In the case of the 
US, it came from Japan. 

Japan has a phenomenally 
high savings rate—about 30% 
of income is saved. 

A large proportion of these 
savings has been lent to the US 


by buying American shares and 
government bonds. Japan, in 
other words, has been financing 
the US consumer boom. 

It has been able to do so 
because Japan runs a balance of 
payments surplus with the US. 

So dollars earned by 
Japanese companies through 
exporting to the US have been 
lent back to the US, allowing 
American consumers to buy yet 
more Japanese imports. 

Since the Second World War 
the Japanese economy has been 
geared to exporting. 

The close links binding the 
big corporations to the state 
and the banks allowed them 
to tolerate what commentator 
George Friedman calls “the 
lowest rate of return on capital 
of any industrial economy”, so 
long as exports continued to 
grow. 

This system began to fall 
apart in the late 1980s. A 
speculative boom—the so called 
“bubble economy”—encour¬ 
aged the banks to invest heavily 
in the stock market and real 
estate. 

When the Japanese bubble 
burst in 1990, the banks found 
themselves saddled with huge 
bad loans. At the same time 
industrial companies were stuck 
with massive over-capacity built 
in the boom years. 

Enormous public works pro¬ 
grammes and zero interest rates 
haven’t been enough to reignite 
growth. The Japanese economy 
has been kept afloat by exports. 

But the American slow¬ 


down means the virtuous circle 
binding the US and Japanese 
economies together could turn 
vicious. 

For one thing, as workers 
are laid off and shares fall, 
consumers will spend less. For 
another, an American recession 
will strengthen the protectionist 
lobbies in Congress and sections 
of industry. 

But Friedman suggests that 


by MICHELLE STELTER 

AS STOCK markets and share 
prices everywhere crumble, 
the world economy seems set 
on the verge of crises. How¬ 
ever, financial and economic 
theorists in New Zealand, 
including treasurer Michael 
Cullen, claim that this will 
have little or no effect here. 

Their argument is that 
New Zealand is “favourably 
out of sync with the rest of 
the world” and in a secure 
position that will provide a 
buffer against the worst of the 
international slow down. 

Cullen justified this posi¬ 
tion by claiming that more 
than half of our exports go to 
countries other than Australia, 
Japan and the US, and the fact 


“Japan’s economy is so close 
to the edge it will not take 
much to push it over the edge- 
a drop in cash flow due to 
declining exports could be the 
straw that breaks the camel’s 
back”. 

Another danger is that the 
US itself will slide into the same 
condition of stagnation that 
Japan has been trapped in since 
the early 1990s. 

Over-investment, particularly 
during the past few years, has 
created massive surplus capacity 
in American industry that will 
be hard to use profitably. 

Free-marketeers argue 
that the Japanese government 
should dismantle the close links 
between the state and private 
capital, and allow insolvent 
banks and firms to go bust. 

But, as the economist Taggart 
Murphy points out, this “risks 
turning a recession into full 
fledged depression”. 

The world’s two biggest 
economies are bound together 
so closely that, if one topples, 
they both do. 


that we are small enough to be 
“unimportant” on the world 
scale. But if Japan and the US 
go into recession then other 
countries will also be effected. 

Cullen ended a recent speech 
to the Deutsche Bank Inves¬ 
tor Conference saying “the 
question is how favourably 
will we remain out of sync. My 
conclusion is that we are well 
placed to do so, given the strong 
likelihood that the present slow¬ 
down in the US and Australia, 
in particular, is a temporary 
domestic correction.” 

What does he know that 
the worlds leading econo¬ 
mists don’t? Cullen’s answer 
amounts to—New Zealand 
will see out the crisis, provid¬ 
ing that the crises doesn’t 
actually happen. 


Implications for 
New Zealand 
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No human is illegal 


Sanctuary for ‘overstayers’ 


by JOE CAROLAN 

As Socialist Worker went to 
press, a wave of deportations 
targeting so called "overstay¬ 
ers" was under way. 

16 "illegal" immigrant 
workers were abducted 
in state raids on homes in 
Hastings and Napier. They 
were four women and 12 
men, including Thais, Indo¬ 
nesians, Malaysians, Chinese 
and one Samoan, according 
to the Immigration Depart¬ 
ment. 

Another thirty "overstay¬ 
ing" workers have been ar¬ 
rested in the last month. 

Most have already been 
deported. 


THE ARREST of four Indonesian 
Chinese "overstayers" is forc¬ 
ing another 200 others to go 
underground in a bid to remain 
in New Zealand. 

Carl Jukes, minister of the 
New Life church on Auck¬ 
land’s North Shore, befriended 
a group of ethnic Chinese who 
fled Indonesia in 1998. He is 
helping them fight deportation 
and is offering sanctuary to 
them at his church. 

Pastor Jukes said the mostly 
Christian group fled Indonesia 
several years ago when mobs 
attacked, looted and burned 
their homes and businesses. 


More than 500 people were 
killed in the mayhem. 

Most of the Indonesian 
Chinese refugees entered on 
three-month visas, but have 
been in New Zealand for more 
than two years. 

They want to be treated as 
a united refugee group in the 
same way that Chinese who 
fled China after the Tiananmen 
Square massacre, had been 
granted a group residency. 

But immigration minister 
Lianne Dalziel has rejected the 
group’s application, saying that 
an exception to her policy would 
“not be appropriate”. Chinese 


Indonesians were “not recog¬ 
nised by the United Nations as a 
refugee group,” she said. 

The four who were arrested 
had all been fruit-picking, ac¬ 
cording to Pastor Jukes. One 
was deported and the other 
three are currently in Mt Eden 
Prison, awaiting deportation. 

The Chinese Indonesian 
group fear they will be the 
targets of ethnic cleansing if 
they are forced to return to 
Indonesia. 

Other religious and com¬ 
munity groups should consider 
turning their buildings into 
sanctuaries for “overstayers”. 


Oppose Labour’s racist law 


THE IMMIGRATION Amend¬ 
ment Act 1999 came into full 
force at the end of March. It's 
a harsh law that reduces the 
rights of migrants who "over¬ 
stay" their permits. 

In the past, when they were 
pulled up by police or immigra¬ 
tion officials, “overstayers” had 
42 days in which to appeal to 
stay in Aotearoa. Now the 42 
days is counted from the time 
the original permit expires. Af¬ 
ter that, people can be deported 
immediately. 

In addition, anyone who 
has overstayed their visa or 
permit, will be banned for five 
years from re-entering New 


Zealand if they are deported. 
Those who employ workers 
without permits can be pros¬ 
ecuted and fined up to $2,000 
per worker. 

The tougher stance on im¬ 
migrants was accompanied by 
an amnesty for an estimated 
6,000 to 8,000 people who 
have been living illegally in 
New Zealand for more than 
five years. 

To qualify for the amnesty, 
“overstayers” had until March 
30 to identify themselves and 
prove that they arrived before 
last October, that they are 
married or in a relationship 
with a New Zealander, or have 


children born in New Zealand. 

All of those accepted under 
this (an estimated 5,000 out 
of 22,000 “overstayers) will be 
counted against the quota for 
next year. So there will be no 
increase in total immigration. 
This will also count against 
NZ quota for taking in refu¬ 
gees, who cannot apply for the 
amnesty. 

Dalziel justified the 
refugees’ exclusion with the 
argument that, in order to 
prevent them from exploiting 
the amnesty as a “back door” 
into New Zealand, she had 
decided to “exclude them all”. 
This is despite the fact that last 


year NZ had an overall loss of 
nearly 10,000 people because 
of migration. 

Like the dawn raids of the 
1970s, the law change will give 
a green light to the police to 
harass anyone with brown skin 
or who “looks foreign”. It will 
also encourage racists who 
want to scapegoat immigrants 
for problems like low wages or 
unemployment. 

Working class people of all 
ethnic groups must unite to fight 
this racist law. 

■ To help build a 'No Human 
is Illegal' campaign, phone Len 
on (09) 634 3984 


may 1st, international workers' Day & 
Global Day of Action Against Capitalism 


Auckland: 

Rebuild fighting unions with 
these demands: 

• 14 weeks paid parental 
leave 

• Freedom to strike 

• Solidarity for South 
Island watersiders against 
CHH’s casualisation at¬ 
tempts. 

• Reinstate the Emergen¬ 
cy Unemployment Benefit 


for students 

4pm—Identify the enemy. 
Protest at Chamber of 
Commerce, cnr Mayoral 
Dve & Greys Ave. 

Called by Socialist Work¬ 
ers Organisation. Contact 
Grant Morgan (09) 634 
3377 for details. After, pro¬ 
testers will join... 

5.30—May Day march 
Rally at QE2 Square. 

Called by Auckland May 
Day Committee. 


Wellington: 

There’s a host of activities 
being organised by both 
the Wellington Council of 
Trade Unions (phone 385 
1334), and Peoples Global 
Action, who give details on 
the website: http://www. 
mavdav2001 .ora/wellinaton 

Some of the events con¬ 
firmed at this stage are: 

12pm-1.30pm: The 


Freedom Shop (anarchist 
bookshop) 6th anniver¬ 
sary. Free food & drink! 

Ipm: Student march 
meets Quad, Victoria Uni. 
Departs 1.10pm for... 

4.45pm: Final rally out¬ 
side Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs and Trade, #40 
The Terrace. Protest the 
upcoming Hong Kong 
Free Trade Agreement., 
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CLIMATE TALKS COLLAPSE AS WORLD LEADERS PUT PROFITS FIRST Continued from front page 


NZ no better than US 


When the heat is on 



LABOUR HAVE criticised 
Bush, but this is sheer hypocrisy. 
They too are refusing to sign the 
Kyoto agreement, and no NZ 
government has ever taken any 
real steps to reduce C0 2 emis¬ 
sions. 

Energy minister Pete Hodgson 
stated that, “there is no likeli¬ 
hood of New Zealand taking a 
unilateral [independent] position 
which would damage us economi¬ 
cally”. 

Just as George W Bush is 
looking out for the interests of 
corporate America, so the stance 
of the New Zealand govern¬ 
ment is dictated by local business 
interests. 

In its April 6 editorial the NZ 
Herald urged the government to 
“stick to its guns” and abandon 
the protocol, and spelled out why 
NZ capitalists support George 
Bush. 

Putting the Kyoto agree¬ 
ment into effect, the Herald said, 
“would be a recipe for com¬ 
petitive weakness... Without the 
[C0 2 ] credit trading regime, New 
Zealand, in fact, has nothing to 
gain.” 

Under the heading “Kyoto 
Protocol would penalise NZ in¬ 
dustries” the Employer’s Federa¬ 
tion’s Employers’ Political Update 
said: “President Bush’s change 
in policy on the Kyoto Protocol 


THE nz HERALD'S editor tried 
to justify his profit-motivated 
position by arguing that be¬ 
cause NZ is a small producer 
of C0 2 , it doesn't really matter 
what we do. 

You only need to look at 
the Anti-Nuclear movement to 
see how wrong these cowardly 
arguments are. 

One small part of building 
the Nuclear Free movement 
in NZ was local areas declar¬ 
ing themselves "nuclear free 
zones". 

Needless to say, when 
Nelson city declared its self 
"nuclear free" this didn't sig¬ 
nificantly reduce the number 
of nuclear weapons in the 
world. But it did help build the 


should make NZ think again. 
Under the protocol, NZ cement 
and steel companies would incur 
significant penalties, making 
them uncompetitive on the world 
scene. The protocol would simply 
represent a massive trade subsidy 
from those countries signed up, 
to those who haven’t.” 

These sorts of economic calcu¬ 
lations, rather than a concern for 
the effects of global warming, 
have always been the driving 
force behind New Zealand’s 
policy on Kyoto. 

New Zealand is part of the 
US-led climate change “Umbrel¬ 
la Group”, which our govern¬ 
ment describes as “an informal 
network of nine developed 
countries that works on various 
aspects of climate change nego¬ 
tiations.” 

The US and the other big 
polluters want carbon trading so 
they can buy the right to pollute 
without reducing emissions. Our 
government supports this because 
it hopes to be able to sell-off 
surplus credits. 

This polluters’ network was 
responsible for the failure of 
World Conference on Climate 
Change at The Hague last year, 
because other countries refused 
to give in to its demands, which 
would have made the Kyoto 
agreement worthless. 


massive Nuclear Free move¬ 
ment in NZ, which eventually 
brought down the Muldoon 
government. 

Likewise, when New Zea¬ 
land finally declared itself 
nuclear free, banning US war¬ 
ships, it didn't stop the arms 
race. But our stand was, and 
continues to be, an inspira¬ 
tion to anti-nuclear activists 
like those fighting in Ger¬ 
many today. 

In the same way, every time 
a government is forced to 
ratify Kyoto and/or take real 
actions to reduce greenhouse 
gasses, it will strengthen the 
hand of activists fighting to 
force their governments to do 
the same. 


by JUDITH ORR 

READING THE literature on the 
prospects for the world if glo¬ 
bal warming continues is rather 
like being told to expect a visit 
from the four horsemen of the 
apocalypse. 

Severe drought in already dry 
areas will lead to lower agricul¬ 
ture production which in turn 
will increase the likelihood of 
famines; a rise in sea levels will 
cause floods threatening infra¬ 
structure on coastlines; there 
will be an increased threat of 
forest fires; and an increase in 
the spread of serious infectious 
diseases and parasites, particu¬ 
larly those carried or caused by 
low quality water supplies. 

The cause: global warming. 

A certain level of global 
warming is natural and essential 
to human life. The sun’s rays 
warm the earth and radiate heat 
back out to space. Gases in the 
atmosphere trap the heat and re¬ 
flect it back to earth—the green¬ 
house effect—without which the 
earth wouldn’t be warm enough 
to sustain life. 

But the extremes of global 
warming that are now develop¬ 
ing happen with a concentration 
of‘greenhouse gases’ so that too 
much heat is trapped. Carbon 
dioxide (C02) is one gas which 
has this impact. 

At the moment, if there are 


THE LABOUR Party and New 
Zealand business can't see 
beyond the framework of 
different countries and their 
businesses competing with 
one another in the so called 
"global market place". 

As their reaction to Bush's 
announcement shows, their 
real aim in climate negotia¬ 
tions is to get a deal that will 
be the most lucrative to NZ 
capital. Saving the planet is a 
side issue. 

This is the same perspective 
shared by capitalists and their 
governments all around the 
world. 

But it's rejected by most 
ordinary people. Millions are 
horrified at the cynical greed 


no curbs, the amount of C02 in 
the atmosphere could end up be¬ 
ing more than double pre-indus¬ 
trial levels by the end of the 21st 
century. Studies show that levels 
of C02 have broadly matched 
global temperatures for the last 
400,000 years. 

The cause of this increase are 
known, nobody argues what they 
are: the burning of fossil fuels. 

The solution seems simple: 
reduce fossil fuel usage. 

However the ruling classes, 
from the west in particular, have 
no intention of being deflected 
from their way of extracting 
profits, despite the dangers 
posed. 

The US government argues 
that having to control pollution 
would put it at an ‘economic 
disadvantage’ to those countries 
without such controls. 

With the collapse of the 
Hague conference at end of last 
year with no agreement, the 
Kyoto Protocol, signed in 1997 
has still not been ratified. 

Our environment is still ut¬ 
terly at the mercy of the open 
market. Carbon emissions will 
continue unchecked. 

At the moment the whole of¬ 
ficial debate about global warm¬ 
ing is dominated by looking at 
ways to avoid cutting pollution, 
such as creating and maintaining 
‘carbon sinks’—forests and areas 
of unploughed soil—and setting 


of our rulers, and their willing¬ 
ness to put profits ahead of the 
planet. 

The solution to this impasse 
does not lie with politicians 
who's primary concern is serv¬ 
ing their corporate masters. 

The solution lies with us, the 
working people of the world, 
uniting across international 
boundaries. 

Instead of looking to com¬ 
peting ruling classes to come 
up with some half-backed 
compromise (and the world 
will literally be half-backed by 
the time they agree), we need 
to take action now. 

We must build an interna¬ 
tional mass movement that 
forces our rulers to take global 


up markets to trade ‘carbon 
credits’ that will accrue to coun¬ 
tries creating such sinks. 

The US alone would have 
been able to increase emis¬ 
sions by 2% without planting 
a single tree, let alone cutting 
any emissions. But when pro¬ 
jected growth of US economy 
is included in the equation, 
emissions are set to rise by 
28% between 1990 and 2010, so 
the US should be looking at a 
cut of 35% to keep within the 
Kyoto propositions. 

Wealthier countries, particu¬ 
larly the US, want to buy the pol- 


warming seriously. 

Already the beginnings of 
such a movement exists. 

Last year the climate summit 
at The Hague, in the Neth¬ 
erlands, was ringed by 6,000 
demonstrators demanding that 
the world's leaders reach an 
agreement and take action. In 
February this year, at a G8 (sev¬ 
en richest countries plus Russia) 
climate summit in Trieste, Italy, 
20,000 demanded action. 

These protests are part of a 
larger anti-capitalist movement 
which, over the last few years, 
has brought together thou¬ 
sands opposed the domination 
of our lives and our planet by 
free market forces that serve 
corporate interests. 


lution entitlement from poorer 
countries so they don’t have to 
cut as much of their own pollu¬ 
tion. What begins as an attempt 
to impose emission cuts ends up 
with rich governments buying 
the right to raise their pollution 
levels. 

This shows the madness of the 
market. The countries which are 
the worst polluters will be able 
to take advantage of the poverty 
of other countries, which will be 
forced to sell credits to get badly 
needed income. 

This will enable the worst pol¬ 
luters to carry on polluting while 
the countries which will feel the 
effects of the resulting global 
warming the most are those 
same poorer countries. When the 
bottom line is the profit margin, 
no polluting company is going to 
voluntarily take measures to cut 
pollution if it costs money. 

For example oil company, BP 
has made much of its new green 
image, yet it spent more on the 
new logo last year than it did on 
renewable energy in 1998. 

There are many steps that 
could be taken immediately that 
could make a difference. 

The means and technologies 
to do so are known and avail¬ 
able—utilise renewable energy 
sources such as wind and solar 
power, expand public transport 
and make vehicles and buildings 
more energy efficient. 

Unless forced, big business 
will continue to demand the 
right to make money unfettered 
by controls regardless of the 
consequences. It is up to us to 
build a movement strong enough 
to challenge those priorities. 


what we think 


Too small to matter? Look beyond ‘national interest’ 
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socialists say? 


Capitalism is killing 
the planet 


by MICHELLE STELTER 

Global warming. Poisoned 
water. Air laced with toxic 
chemicals. There is now wide¬ 
spread understanding that 
environmental destruction 
is advancing daily, produc¬ 
ing devastating effects on 
all forms of life, not least 
human, in every country in 
the world. 

What is at the source of 
this destruction? 

There is a tendency inside 
the environmental movement 
to blame science and techno¬ 
logical advances for the state 
of the planet. This misses an 
important point. 

It is the way in which these 
technologies are applied that 
causes the damage. 

Science and technology 
has provided us with huge 
improvements in the quality 
of life for millions of people, 
everything from improved 
agricultural techniques to life 
saving medications. It has also 
provided solutions and alter¬ 
natives to the environmental 
problems facing the world 
today. 

Greed 

The real problem is the 
greed of the corporations and 
the constant lust for profits. 

Concern for the environ¬ 
ment may seem like a recent 
occurrence, but, over a centu¬ 
ry ago, German socialists Karl 
Marx and Frederick Engels 
where concerned about the 
impact of capitalist produc¬ 
tion on the environment and 
peoples' lives. 

Engels describes how the 
capitalist class is driven to 
satisfy short term goals to 
turn a quick profit, with no 
attention to the long term 
implications. 

Because profit must always 
comes first, every single 
resource is threatened with 
being transformed into a 
marketable commodity. 

As the system has ex¬ 
panded to the current mas¬ 
sive scale, nothing has been 
exempt from the competitive 


forces—everything from 
water and air, to plant seeds 
and genes. 

Marx and Engels under¬ 
stood that capitalism divided 
society into two classes—capi¬ 
talists and workers. Capital¬ 
ists owned all the "means 
of production" while the 
workers owned nothing ex¬ 
cept their ability to sell their 
labour to the capitalists. 

This resulted in fundamen¬ 
tally different types of rela¬ 
tionships with the resources 
used in production. Bosses 
and workers do not relate to 
the planets resources in the 
same way. 

Crisis 

In the modern period, 
where capitalism has extended 
to virtually every corner of the 
globe, the capitalists are faced 
with a crisis about how to con¬ 
tinue to expand profitability. 

This is why the drive 
towards "globalisation" 
through organisations like 
the World Trade Organisation 
and APEC are necessary for 
the continued growth of the 
multinational corporations 
that dominate the world 
capitalist system. 

Local control of resources 
like water, land or agricultur¬ 
al seeds are now identified as 
'trade barriers' because they 
are in the way of the expan¬ 
sion of profits. 

Effects 

This race for profits 
and short term gain leaves 
ordinary people feeling the 
effects of environmental 
degradation. 

Most working class peo¬ 
ple, whether they consider 
themselves environmentalists 
or not, do care what happens 
to the environment. Nobody 
enjoys smog, pollution or 
unclean water. 

But workers are not just 
passive victims of the system. 
Because it's our work that 
creates profits, we have the 
power to stop capitalism kill¬ 
ing the planet. 
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Exclusive interview with Noam Chomsky 


WHAT IS HAPPENING 
AFTER FIVE MONTHS 
OF THE NEW PALES¬ 
TINIAN INTIFADA? 

ISRAEL HAS an 
overwhelming force 
advantage, and can 
act with few con¬ 
straints as long as it 
has US authorisation. 

Israel has tried 



ISRAEL, THE US 
& PALESTINE 



PALESTINIANS CARRY the body of a victim of Israeli terror 


to restrict outright 
killings to a level low 
enough not to evoke too much interna¬ 
tional condemnation. They aim at large 
scale and severe wounding, brutal stran¬ 
gulation of the population by closures, 
impassable barriers, and now trenches 
around cities and villages. Their calcula¬ 
tion is that there is a limit to what flesh 
and blood can endure. 

WHAT LED UP TO THE PRESENT PEACE 
PROCESS? 

THE TERM “peace process” is used to 
refer to whatever policies the US hap¬ 
pens to be carrying out—perhaps block¬ 
ing peace. The US “peace process” shifted 
in 1971 from support for the US-initiated 
“land for peace” resolution UN 242 to 
Kissinger’s demand for “stalemate”. The 
decision was taken in response to Egypt’s 
offer of a full peace treaty in accord with 
US policy, now abandoned. 

Since then the US has stood virtually 
alone in the world in rejecting UN 242. 
From the mid-1970s, when the interna¬ 
tional consensus shifted to addressing 
national rights of Palestinians, the US 
stood alone (with Israel) in rejecting such 
an outcome. 

That continued until the Gulf War, 
when the US made it clear that it was 
going to run this region unilaterally by 
force. Others backed away, but the US 
began implementing its own rejection- 
ist programme, first at Madrid and later 
as it took over the Oslo process. That 
continued until the latest Clinton-Barak 
proposals of January 2001. 

WHAT DOES THE PEACE PROCESS OFFER 
NOW? 

It would give the Palestinians several 
isolated enclaves, separated from one an¬ 
other and from the centre of Palestinian 
life in Jerusalem by Israeli settlements 
and massive infrastructure projects. 

The Gaza Strip is connected only by 
a road that is under Israeli control, and 
though details were left obscure, it is not 
unlikely that the plans include effective 
partitioning of the Strip as well. 

In return Palestinians were to be of¬ 
fered a pile of sand at the Egyptian bor¬ 
der that is disconnected from the other 
enclaves. 

Barak’s chief peace negotiator ex¬ 
plained in 1989 that the goal of the 
Oslo process is to ensure that Palestine 
remains a permanent neo-colonialist de¬ 
pendency. It can be called “a state”, just 
as apartheid South Africa was happy to 


call the Bantustans “states”. 

The peace process is intended to 
integrate Israel into the region as its main 
financial, industrial, military and techno¬ 
logical centre, and eliminate barriers to 
Israel’s economic relations with the rest 
of Asia—though only as long as it does 
not conflict with US demands. 

The “peace process” broke down 
because Palestinians were no longer 
willing to tolerate the continuing decline 
in social and economic conditions. These 
were bad enough in 1993 and have be¬ 
come much worse since, now exacerbated 
further by the fact that they have two 
oppressors: Israel, and the corrupt and 
brutal Palestinian Authority. 

WHAT IS THE US'S ROLE IN THE MIDDLE 
EAST? 

THE PRIME concern of the US is the 
energy reserves of the Gulf region, by far 
the largest and most easily accessible in 
the world, and expected to become even 
more significant in the global energy 
picture in coming years. It has long been 
understood that control of these resourc¬ 
es not only brings enormous wealth, but 
also great power. 

The threat to US dominance has been 
what is called “radical Arab nationalism”. 
US relations with Israel developed within 
this framework, on the assumption, ar¬ 
ticulated by US intelligence in 1958, [that 
Israel would be] a reliable base for US 
power in the region. 


HOW DOES THIS TIE IN WITH THE BOMB¬ 
ING OF IRAQ? 

THE US and Britain supported Saddam 
Hussein through his worst atrocities. 

They turned against him for the usual 
reasons—in August 1990 he disobeyed 
orders. That cannot go unpunished. The 
bombing is the expression of US-British 
contempt for the UN and world opinion 
generally, and their insistence that they 
will use force to attain their ends. 

Sooner or later Iraq will be allowed to 
re-enter the US-dominated world system, 
but only when US and British energy 
corporations gain the inside track on 
exploiting its oil reserves. At least that is 
the intention one would guess, judging by 
past history and what we know of current 
planning. 

WHY SHOULD EVERYONE WHO WANTS 
PEACE SUPPORT THE PALESTINIANS? 

WE SHOULD bear in mind that while 
peace is preferable to violence, it is not 
an absolute value. Hitler also wanted 
peace—on his terms. Those who want a 
just peace should support all the people 
of the region, not only Palestinians, and 
including Israeli Jews. 

But just as we ask, “What kind of 
peace?” we must also ask, “What kind of 
support?” Here a whole host of ques¬ 
tions arise about just and constructive 
outcomes, and these cannot be answered 
seriously by keeping to national, ethnic 
or religious categories. 
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German protesters block atomic waste 

HANS KRAUSE gives an eyewitness 
report 

ANTI-NUCLEAR protesters clashed with 
police in Germany as they tried to block 
the transport of nuclear waste at the 
end of March. 

Tens of thousands joined protests 
along the train’s journey. 

The German government launched 
one of the biggest police mobilisations 
since the Second World War, to try and 
prevent protesters from blockading the 
rail transports. 

Some 30,000 police tried to hem in 
protesters and broke up campsites at the 
weekend where thousands of people had 
gathered. 

But local people opened their homes 
to the protesters and provided them with 
food. School students occupied to provide 
people with somewhere to sleep. 

Churches provided refuge and church 
wardens handed out tea and coffee. 

The police and government response 
has infuriated the protesters and shocked 
public opinion. 

The government is led by the Social 
Democrats, equivalent to the Labour 
Party in NZ, and includes the Greens as a 
junior partner. 

‘Stop the FTAA’ say Argentinian workers 

area for the benefit of USA 
transnational corporations 
and their local partners. 

“FTAA puts the interests 
of transnational big busi¬ 
ness before the interests of 
the citizens to the detriment 
of popular sovereignty and 
democracy. 

“Struggles against the 
hegemonic expansion of the 
United States and neoliberal 
policies have been increas¬ 
ingly important in the last 
decade. 

“Thus, the enforcement 
of NAFTA [North Ameri¬ 
can Free Trade Agreement] 
coincided with the launching 
of the Zapatista National 
Liberation Front in Mexico. 
Actions at Seattle were the 
starting point for demonstra¬ 
tions around the world that 
evidence the illegitimate 
character of multinational 
organizations at every one of 
their meetings.” 

The protests in Quebec 
latter this month could be as 
big as those against the World 
Trade Organisation in Seattle 
in 1999. 


by DAVID COLYER 

THOUSANDS OF people 
protested in the streets of 
Buenos Aires, Argentina, 
against the Free Trade Agree¬ 
ment of the Americas (FTAA), 
on Saturday April 7. 

The target of the protests 
was a meeting of trade minis¬ 


ters from across the Americas, 
which was working out the 
final draft of FTAA ahead of 
the Summit Meeting of Presi¬ 
dents on April 20-22, 2001 in 
Quebec, Canada. 

The FTAA aims to estab¬ 
lish a free trade area covering 
North and South America and 
the Caribbean—excluding 


only Cuba—by 2005. 

Below are quotes from the 
Argentine Committee Against 
FTAA’s Call To Action: 

“The FTAA will reinforce 
inequalities... [with] less 
developed countries acting as 
providers of natural resources 
and cheap labor. 

“The agreement creates an 


Three years ago, Green leaders helped 
lead similar protests. Now they are minis¬ 
ters they have turned their backs on the 
protesters. 

Despite that, large numbers of Green 
members joined the blockades this week. 


Veterans of anti-nuclear protests in 
the early 1980s linked arms with young 
demonstrators. 

The blockades and the police reac¬ 
tion have added to the growing sense of 
radicalisation in Germany. 
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voices from the trenches 


Waterfront Workers Union fight not over 


FOR FIVE months, waterside 
workers in the South Island 
ports of Nelson, Timaru, Port 
Chalmers (Dunedin) and Bluff 
have been protesting against 
Carter Holt Harvey (CHH) and 
Mainland Stevedoring. 

CHH has hired Mainland 
to load logs because, unlike 
the established stevedoring 
companies, its workers don’t 
belong to the Waterfront 
Workers Union (WWU). 

Mainland workers belong 
to a recently established 
“company union”. 

Nick Smith, the National 
Party’s industrial relations 
spokesperson, leaked a draft 
report on the dispute from the 
government mediator. 


House is a community centre 
occupying a 100 year old (built 
1901) former school. 

The House is under threat 
because the city council is try¬ 
ing to move the centre into a 
new building. Meanwhile the 
ministry of education, who 
owns the Community House, is 
subdividing it from the neigh¬ 
bouring school, and plans to 


The mediator overwhelm¬ 
ingly sided with CHH and 
Mainland. 

Socialist Worker talked 
to WWU secretary Trevor 
Hanson about the mediators’ 
report and the state of their 
struggle on Monday April 9. 

Hanson said that the union 
was standing by their claims 
that Mainland’s employment 
practices would lead to worse 
pay and conditions on the 
South Island wharves. 

“We’ve got to go right 
through that document again. 
We don’t agree with some of 
what the mediator said.” 

If they were unable to get 
any changes for the final ver¬ 
sion of the mediator’s report, 


The trust, and the many 
groups that use the House are 
unanimous in their desire to 
stay where they are. 

A march to demand that the 
Community House continue 
as it is being held on Satur¬ 
day April 21. Assemble at the 
house, 83 Selwyn St Onehunga 
11am. For more details phone 
636 9900. 


Hanson said: “We have to 
keep on struggling to the best 
of our ability.” 

The issue was to be dis¬ 
cussed at a Council of Trade 
Unions (CTU) affiliates meet¬ 
ing on Tuesday. 

Asked if the WWU would 
be calling for further action at 
the meeting, Hanson replied, 
“I’m not quite sure what we’re 
going to do. We’re looking at 
having a go legally. But it’s not 
looking too good.” 

Asked about the possibility 
of putting bans on CHH prod¬ 
ucts at other ports, Hanson 
said, “If we get into that we’re 
into serious trouble.” This is 
because bans are illegal, so 
CHH could take legal action 
against the union, and union 
members could be fined or 
imprisoned. 

As Trevor Hanson puts it, 
it’s “not looking too good” 
for the WWU. 

Their pickets have made 
thousands of other workers 
aware of their fight, and gener¬ 
ated a huge about of support. 
But, thanks to attacks by baton 
wielding police, the pickets 
haven’t been able to stop Main¬ 
land from loading logs. 

CHH and Mainland have 
suffered bad publicity, but 


overall their operations 
haven’t been effected, and 
there’s no reason for them to 
compromise, let alone back 
down. 

It is widely recognised in 
the union movement that the 
watersiders at the four ports 
can’t win on their own. They 
need active solidarity from 
other workers. 

Union bans on the produc¬ 
tion and distribution on CHH 
products would hit CHH 
where it hurts. It could also 
draw thousands of workers 
in to action in support of the 
watersiders. 

Tragically this course of 
action was rejected by a joint 
CTU meeting in Rotorua last 
month. Other union leaders 
share the same doubts and 
fears about an all out confron¬ 
tation with the law that Trevor 
Hanson expressed above. 

But without illegal solidar¬ 
ity strikes, the watersiders 
cannot win. Standing together 
workers would have the power 
to beat CHH and the law. 

At this stage the best solidar¬ 
ity action workers in other areas 
can take is to build the Freedom 
to Strike campaign. To get peti- 
tons and leaflets, contact Grant 
Morgan 634 3377. 


Save Onehunga community house 

ONEHUNGA COMMUNITY sell it. 


talking union 


UNION PRIDE 


by DON FRANKS 

"I'm union and I'm proud!" 

That's the slogan just 
adopted by the Council of 
Trade Unions. 

On May 1st, International 
workers day, the CTU is 
launching a "visible union 
pride campaign, aimed at 
reunionising." 

The slogans chosen by the 
CTU echo those of the gay 
rights movement in the early 
seventies, when "gay pride" 
and "gay visibility" stormed 
onto the political scene. 

The CTU has picked 
a good role model. The 
uncompromising militancy 
of gay pride activists was 
highly effective in forcing 
much wider acceptance of gay 
rights. 

Will today's union pride 
campaign also come up with 
the goods? 


Some activities planned for 
union pride week are looking 
likely. 

Mass wearing of union 
stickers at worksites will help 
support isolated unionists and 
encourage others to join them 
in finding union answers to 
workers' problems on the site. 

Information pickets, social 
events and public meetings 
are being organised and 
unions will also be seeking: 
"fresh ways of presenting 
the traditional international 
messages of solidarity." 

Some other projected 
activities aren't so promising. 

A top priority of the 
campaign is the production 
of a poster series featuring 
celebrities—such as 
professional sports stars—over 
the slogan "I'm union". It's 
hoped by organisers that 
the news media will give 
celebrity endorsed unionism 


sympathetic coverage. 

There has apparently 
been some difficulty in 
persuading enough celebrities 
to cooperate, which suggests 
unions aren't really for 
celebrities anyway. 

Sporting stars and other 
celebrities are already 
overused in today's media 
advertisin. Usually to promote 
the sort of big businesses that 
it is the daily task of unions to 
oppose. 

Monopolies, like DB, 
sweatshop operators like 
Nike and union-busting 
multinationals, like 
McDonalds, hide their rip-offs 
behind the trendy image of 
sport celebrities. 

Of course, if sports stars 
choose to stick up for the 
union side, like the ex-AII 
Black who signed the freedom 
to strike petition on a street 
stall—good on them. But even 


that's beside the point. 

Real union pride is not 
created by the endorsement 
of celebrities from on high. 
Union pride comes from 
workers having the guts to 
stick together and stand up to 
the boss. 

The organisation of 
widespread union bans to 
support the present wharfies' 
struggle against Carter Holt 
would be a great way to 
encourage union pride. 

It must be remembered 
that gay activists didn't win by 
soliciting approval from the 
establishment. Instead they 
got together and said "never 
mind what you think, this how 
we are, accept our demands 
on our terms". 

If we can take on the 
fighting spirit of gay activists 
as well as their slogans then 
Union Pride week can make a 
big impact. 
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Putting bosses 
back in ’51 picture 


Socialist Workers Organisation 



SOCIALISM 

Capitalism is a system of exploitation 
which generates inequality, crisis and 
war. Although workers create society’s 
wealth, it is controlled by the ruling 
class for its own selfish ends. 

Socialism can only be built when 
the working class takes control of 
social wealth and democratically plans 
its production and distribution to meet 
human needs, not private profits. This 
will eliminate all class divisions in 
society. 

Stalinist countries such as China 
and Cuba, just like the former Soviet 
Union and the Eastern bloc, have 
nothing to do with socialism. They 
are state capitalist. We support the 
struggles of workers against every 
dictatorial stalinist ruling class. 

REVOLUTION NOT REFORMISM 
The present system cannot be reformed 
to end exploitation and oppression, 
contrary to what Alliance, Labour 
and union leaders claim. It must be 
overthrown by the working class. 

Capitalism’s parliament, army, 
police and judiciary protect the ruling 
class. These institutions cannot be 
taken over and used by the working 
class. 

To pave the way to socialism the 
working class needs a new kind of 
state - a democratic workers state 
based on workers councils and work¬ 
ers militia. 

INTERNATIONALISM 
Workers in every country are exploited 
by capitalism, so the struggle for 
socialism is global. 


We campaign for solidarity with 
workers in other countries. We fight 
racism and imperialism. We oppose 
all immigration controls. We sup¬ 
port all genuine national liberation 
struggles. 

We are internationalists because 
socialism depends on spreading work¬ 
ing class revolutions around the world. 

LIBERATION FROM OPPRESSION 
We fight for democratic rights. We 
oppose the oppression of women, 
Maori, Pacific Islanders, lesbians 
and gays. 

All forms of oppression are used 
to divide the working class. 

We support the right of all 
oppressed groups to organise for 
their own defence. Their liberation is 
essential to socialist revolution and 
impossible without it. 

TINO RANGATIRATANGA 

We support the struggle for Maori self 

determination. 

The government’s approach to 
Treaty claims has benefited a Maori 
elite while doing little for working 
class Maori. 

Tino rangatiratanga cannot be 
achieved within capitalism. It will 
only become a reality with the estab¬ 
lishment of a workers state. 

REVOLUTIONARY PARTY 
To achieve socialism the most 
militant sections of the working class 
have to be organised into a mass 
revolutionary socialist party. 

We are in the early stages of 
building such a party through in¬ 
volvement in the day-to-day struggles 
of workers and the oppressed. 

The Socialist Workers Organisa¬ 
tion must grow in size and influence 
to provide leadership in the struggle 
for working class self-emancipation. 

We need to revitalise the unions 
with a rank-and-file movement. 

If you like our ideas and want to 
fight for socialism, then join us. 


Get involved with the SWO 


★ NORTHLAND 


by MITCH GLOCKLING 

British capital, antipodean la¬ 
bour: Working the New Zealand 
waterfront, 1915-1951 
By Anna Green (University of 
Otago Press, $39.95) 

ALONG WITH a reprint of Dick 
Scott's 151 Days this book has 
been published to correspond 
with the 50 th anniversary of 
the 1951 waterfront lockout. 

The book is not primarily 
about the lockout itself but 
attempts to explain the causes 
of the conflict and how on¬ 
going disputes evolved and 
developed over the 35 years 
prior to 1951, when they finally 
exploded into open class war. 

As a small trading nation, 
New Zealand's economy 
depended on the export of 
its primary produce to the 
guaranteed market in Britain 
and in turn the importation 
of needed manufactured 
commodities. 

Transport by sea was the 
lifeblood of this trade and 
everything that came in or out 
had to go across the wharves. 

Monopoly 

Anna Green explains how, 
in order to control the trade, 
four British shipping lines 
formed themselves into a 
monopoly shipping conference 
called "Benmacow". 

This monopoly gave 
the shipping conference 
a powerful economic and 
political voice with successive 
New Zealand governments, 
allowing them to keep freight 
rates high and to reap a "rich 
harvest" of profits. 

The monopoly not only 
controlled the shipping lanes, 
but through their ownership of 
stevedoring operations in New 
Zealand, also the work done by 
the watersiders in the ports. 

Work on the wharves was 
casualised, low paid, hard, 
dirty and dangerous. In order 
to ensure a fast turn-around of 
ships, and therefore maximum 
profits, the ship owners did 
everything within their power 
to keep it that way. 

After the defeat of 1913 
strike, the watersiders built 


a strong and democratic 
industrial union which worked 
within the industrial relations 
system to remove some of the 
more blatantly abusive labour 
practices. 

But at the same time the 
rank and file members of 
the union spontaneously 
organised "informal collective 
resistance" in order to combat 
their continuing exploitation 
on the job. 

This resistance took various 
forms such as "go slows", very 
important when workers are 
casualised and further work is 
not guaranteed, and "gliding 
away" or leaving the job early 
before the allotted knock off 
time. 

But the most infamous of 
these tactics was "spelling" 
where one or more of the 
gang working the ships hold 
took it in turns to have a rest 
period or spell. 

Outrage 

Nothing was sure to cause 
more moral outrage from 
employers, the government 
or their loyal supporters, the 
editors of the nation's press. 

Green illustrates this point 
well, using the drawings of 
the right wing cartoonist 
"Minhinnck", which appeared 
in the A/Z Herald. 

In this well researched and 
engrossing book Green sets 
out to challenge the standard 
accounts of 1951 which usually 
depict the dispute simply as a 
battle between the state and 
an unruly and militant union. 

The role of the employers, 
their use of the economic and 
political power that monopoly 
brought them, and their drive 
for maximum profits at any 
expense to their employees, 
is seen as the central player 
in this book and this holds 
important lessons for all 
workers today. 

At a time when 
casualisation, longer hours of 
work and lower pay are back 
on the agenda in the ports 
of New Zealand all workers 
need to organise and fight 
back in order to carry forward 
the fighting spirit of the 
Watersider Workers. 


Phone Vaughan: (09) 433 8897 


★ AUCKLAND 


• City Branch meets 7.30pm 
every Tuesday at the Methodist 
Mission, Queen St (opp. Town 
Hall). 

Phone Kane: 629 5401 

• South Branch meets 7.30pm 
every Wednesday at the 
Socialist Centre, 86 Princes St, 
Onehunga. Phone David: 634 
3984 


★ ROTORUA 


Phone Bernie: 345 9853 


★ WELLINGTON 


Meets 7.30pm every Wednesday 
Venue not yet arranged. 


Phone Gordon: 972 2296 for 
details. 


★ CHRISTCHURCH 


Meets 7.30pm every Wednesday 
in the International Room, 
University of Canterbury Students 
Association. 

Phone Don: 385 5268 


★ DUNEDIN 


Phone Jonah: 453 6434 


★ NATIONAL OFFICE 


SWO members elsewhere in 
NZ and our sister organisations 
overseas can be contacted 
through the SWO's national 
office. 

Phone: (09) 634 3984. 

Fax: (09) 634 3936. 

Write: Box 13-685 Auckland. 
Email: socialist-worker@pl.net 


SWO Web-site http://www.crosswinds.net/~swonz 
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Kaimahi Whakahuihui 


Health system still in crisis 

Labour refuses $ to heal it 


by VAUGHAN GUNSON 

IN LATE 1997, a wave of 
protests by health workers 
and hundreds of other people, 
angry with National's running 
down of the health system, 
swept the country. Helen Clark 
at the time likened the protests 
to a "popular uprising" . 

Before the last election, 

Clark said that “it is time to 
save our public health system.” 

Yet after over a year of the 
Labour-Alliance government 
the health system is in worse 
shape than ever. 

A recent quarterly report by 
the Ministry of Health stated 
that seven out of 23 public 
hospitals in New Zealand were 
in serious financial decline. 

The total deficit for all public 
hospitals is expected to balloon 
to a $134.8 million by June next 
year. 

The result: staff shortages, 
patient safety at risk, reductions 
in services and longer waiting 
lists for non-urgent surgery, 
as hospitals are forced to cut 
corners. 

The government’s under- 
funding of the health system has 
caused this latest crisis. 

Last years’ increase in 
health spending announced in 
Labour’s first Budget was the 
lowest in five years. Hospitals 
only received an extra $110 mil¬ 
lion—nowhere near enough to 
fix years of rundown caused by 
the “more-market” policies of 
the National government. 

Alarm is being raised at 
leaked reports that health 
spending will rise only 0.5% in 
the next budget. 

This will go nowhere towards 
meeting the expected 4% 
increase in the cost of supplies 
due to inflation or wage in¬ 
creases, necessary to keep staff 
from leaving for better paid jobs 
overseas. 


A major tragedy of the failed market 
experiment of the 1990s in the health 
system was the ignoring of the im¬ 
portance of workforce planning and 
development. This was because of the 
absurd belief that market forces would 
sort things out. We are now paying for 
that major error with serious doctor and 
nursing shortages. 

IAN POWELL, Executive Director of the 
Association of Salaried Medical Specialists 
in a press release from April 2. 

Essential to ending these staff short¬ 
ages is increasing pay for health workers. 


Health minister Annette King recently told a group of health executives to expect health union 
strikes in mid-year, since the government was determined to hold health budgets. Any pay settle¬ 
ments, she demanded, must be "fiscally neutral" (that is, funded out of savings and cost-cuttings). 



ANNETTE KING 



WELLINGTON NURSES 


The Auckland District 
Health Board has already an¬ 
nounced that it will be cutting 
cancer treatment due to a short¬ 
age of radiation oncologists and 
therapists. Patients will have 
to wait up to twelve weeks for 
treatment—a waiting time that 
health workers say is unaccept¬ 
able. 

The Board is also facing a 
chronic shortage of nurses, with 
307 vacancies across Auckland’s 
hospitals. 

Last year, striking junior doc¬ 
tors and nurses, (who won pay 


rises above the 3% threshold 
that Labour tried to impose) 
argued for an urgent increase in 
health spending, so that Health 
Boards could maintain and 
improve services. 

Annette King, Labour’s 
health minister, responded that 
the budget was in place and no 
extra funding would be forth¬ 
coming. 

This possition stems from the 
government’s aim of keeping 
what finance minister, Michael 
Cullen, calls a “tight hold on the 
public purse”. 


But a major funding increase 
is needed to bring our public 
health service up to scratch. 

Labour know this, but 
instead of honouring their elec¬ 
tion promise, they’re preparing 
for nurses’ strikes. 

Let’s hope they’re not disap¬ 
pointed. And let’s make sure 
that if nurses and other health 
workers do strike they get the 
solidarity they deserve. 

A combination of strikes and 
massive health marches could 
become a “popular uprising” 
that Labour can’t ignore. 
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